Poolesville Green - Climate questionnaire for candidates for county office, 2022

Steve Solomon – candidate for County Council district 6 

1.       How high a priority should action on climate change be for Montgomery County? Should it be the top priority, among the top three, among the top ten, or not a top priority?
Top 3
2.       In 2017, Montgomery County declared a Climate Emergency, committing to reducing our county’s greenhouse gas emissions 80% by 2027 and 100% by 2035. Do you support keeping these two commitments? 
Yes
3.       What main policies would you use to make these goals a reality – for example: generating the energy we use from clean sources within the county; importing clean energy from elsewhere; making our buildings and vehicles more energy-efficient; sequestering carbon through reforestation to offset our emissions, or something else?
The first piece of legislation I would propose would be to make all county buildings that are able to, should have solar panels installed (schools, fire stations, county offices, etc).  This would be a big step in becoming energy self sufficient and sustainable.  Also it would save money in the long run.
4. Can we get to zero net emissions in 2035 without ending all fossil fuel use for buildings and vehicles by that year?  If your answer is yes, please explain how.
Yes.  Solar on all the schools, replace all buses (school and Ride On) with clean energy buses, and expand our recycling services.
5.       Do you support a requirement that all new residential and commercial buildings in the Count be powered by electricity by 2025?
Yes
6.       Do you support a requirement that all new motor vehicles sold in the County (i.e. cars, trucks and motorcycles) be powered by electricity by 2025? 
Yes
7.       Should Montgomery County commit to increasing our forest cover, currently about 33%, to 50% by 2050? 
Yes
8.    Do you support changing the zoning rules for Montgomery County’s Agricultural Reserve, which currently impose severe limits on community solar projects, so that we can create 150 such projects (that would average about 12 acres each) in the Ag Reserve by 2035? 
Yes
9.       The state of Maine adopted a law last year creating “extended producer responsibility” for packaging, making businesses responsible for taking back and recycling the packaging for the products they produce. Would you support Montgomery County adopting such a law?
Yes
10.       Do you support Montgomery County implementing mandatory curbside collection of compostable materials? 
Yes
11. How often should Montgomery County release updated data on our greenhouse gas emissions, so that elected officials can be held accountable for progress or lack of it towards the 2027 and 2035 goals? Should it be annually, every other year, every third year, or only in 2027 and 2035, and why? 
Since these deadlines are closer than we think (only 5 and 13 years away), it should be an annual update on data.


